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“Harbor Scene,” Museum of International Folk Art (DCA), Santa Fe, New Mexico. Photo by Blair Clark.
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“Italian Villa with Boats,” Museum of International Folk Art (DCA), Santa Fe, New Mexico. Photo by Blair Clark.
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“Plaza de Torres,” State of Jalisco, Mexico, ca. 1965. Museum of International Folk Art (DCA), Santa Fe, New Mexico. Photo by Blair Clark.

2-AG-PuebloFeastDayL.jpg

“Pueblo Feast Day,” the Vigil family, Tesuque Pueblo, New Mexico, ca. 1960. Museum of International Folk Art (DCA), Santa Fe, New Mexico. Photo by Michel Monteaux.
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“Christening,” the Aguilar family, Ocotlán de Morelos, Oaxaca. Mexico. Museum of International Folk Art (DCA), Santa Fe, New Mexico. Photo by Michel Monteaux.
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Black Rag Dolls

United States, 19th-20th century

Girard Foundation Collection in the Museum of International Folk Art, Museum of New Mexico, DCA, Santa Fe.

From the gallery guide:  “These black dolls are placed in an architectural setting reminiscent of Black settlements in Louisiana ca 1890.  The majority of the dolls were entirely handmade from scrap cloth, created by parents and relatives for a particular child’s amusement.  A few were said to have been found in one of the hideouts of the Underground Railway, suggesting their use by Black children.  The Underground Railway was a secret network of cooperation which aided fugitive slaves in reaching sanctuary.”
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Mexican Kitchen

Girard Foundation Collection in the Museum of International Folk Art, Museum of New Mexico, DCA, Santa Fe.

From the gallery guide:  “This Girard-designed installation reconstructs a typical colonial hacienda residence with central patio, formal sala, kitchen and dining room.  In the kitchen, note the distinctive brasero, or hearth, where the actual cooking takes place.  On the horseshoe-shaped, tiled counter we find savory enchiladas, steaming frijoles in the kettle, and a pot of turkey mole, its sauce flavored with chile and chocolate.  What fragrances must permeate this room!”
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Heaven & Hell: An International Gathering

Girard Foundation Collection in the Museum of International Folk Art, Museum of New Mexico, DCA, Santa Fe.

Photo by Paul Smutko and Jay Pearson.

